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19 


Miles North Vlagstaff Arisona 


Ground — in house 


gib bulb at 25 fee 


Fireball or meteorite (round) 


209 above horison shen first seen 3% when last seen, 75 to 100 miles high 


sight 2 seconds 


(2682 les per second if a oeteorite) 


Daars _irer San oeteors 


NA. lor Arizona 


Wall educated, ic 


inilen, Arizona, 
و‎ was interviewed and advised ne 
observed the Fireball ox ooteorite at hours on 13 April 1949, approximately ten 
(10) miles north of Flamtarf,ârizona, Interviewee observed tha Virebell from his 
howa, in the rear af the museum, while sitting in bed, (Shown as a square on minit 
A)» Only one (1) Firmimll was seen and Infornant ms approximately 50 or GO milas away 
(Approximate location of the Firgoall is mitnih the area covered do the rectangle on 
Exhibit Aje When Interviewee first observed the Fireball, 15 1 poroximately 60 
degrees above the horison and disappeared at approximately d omen ¿rom the hori zone 
Jonsidering the brilliance and closeness of the fireball, lr. MM stated it was 
from 75 to 100 miles hihe Mo caw the Fireball far two seconds befors it faded fron 
view. The object was round in appearance, was the size of a 200 matt light bulb at 
25 feet and was bright geen in color with a bluish tail. Ihe Fireball appeared to be 
raveling a strai gut course in a north westerly direction. However, ne advised ia vas 
not positive of the direction of flight due to his angles of observations In as men as 
informant was indoors with his bedroaa window closed, he heard no sound, ile observed 
no evidence or smoke or exhaust and did not notice that it affected the clouds in any 
Considering the object was a meteorite, 1% would have been traveling at 26.2 miles 


maye C 
por second, The Fireball faded fron view ami probably fell north and east of Las legas, 
calling meteors, but one seen on 13 


ne vi nod bo he has seen many f 
ii e vas brilliant than any ha has seen. Informant imew o? no 


4^5 


other individuals ho had seen the Tire 5 


"c 


3 dues 
Date of Observation 18 April 1919 


Unable to estimate 


Blue green 


5-10 seconds 
Sliihtly slower than falling star 
Sound and odor Nome heard, üs observer was inside bus 


Trail Mone noticed 


Luminosity Brilliant light 


arning OS - Observer sad geen many falling meteors, 
none this large or Urilliare 


änslow, Arizona 


IM 
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JDhotograony and Jcodworlding 


19 DAS 
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Coserver is intelligent and of yood character 


m 25 lay 1959, oes Driver for the Continental. 3us 
System was interviewer a advised he observed the fireball or ay petii at X5 on 
13 April 19,9, approxime ig 27 miles MG عه‎ Flas pall, Arizona, (approx location 
ig within the area cowered iy rectangle on dilli A). Inlormant vas PEDE a Santa 
Fa bus, with his window closed, and vas approaching the summit o? Taison “heel 1 
(shown as X on -hibit 1.  Interviewee observed a sidden Flash of light, and saw the 
Fireball fran 5 to 1.0 seconds at approximately %0 lo 20 deg'ses above ux horizon, 


fireball was sem and it appeared to be nov over 1000 ru above the terrain 


raveling a straight course in a northeasterly direction. Cie fireball was blue seen 
in color and informant uns unable vo estimate i's size, w speed ol the fireball 


eared to be slightly siower than that of a falling star. 3 
was inside the bus, be "ward no sounds saw no evidence of ekg or exaust, and 
10% notice that it affocted the clouds in anywaye Informant advised the fireball 
\isapreared behind an cbetacle. jme mos sen le nas seen many falling meteors, 
but none were as larga and illiant as the one seen on 13 April 19. M cow 
of no other individual ww had seen the Firewall, 
been employed as a driver for tha Continental Dus Systen 

EN un. 5 1/2 years and has wen driving the iinalow, Arisona-ieedles, Cali? 
night route for بأ‎ years. Subject enjoys photography and woodworking as a hobby» 

xi spends most of nis off duty à icurg ab either hobby. Iifoarmant has no difficulty 
'söermining color or speed of ökdesia, His attention mas drawn to che Fireball Ty 

“3 orilliance and closeness. Informant has no crininal vecomi, enjoys a good rev tation 


20 neighborhood, is intellizen, ind of ¡cod character. 
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tha M., This character is used 
as a spacer to separate figures, 


2245M E2002154 49/2752 
445M 655620 42/26 14/2000 


1 hereby certify that with the excepticn of the 
above listed correction, the data listed in the 
reports ia an exact copy of information tranz= 
mitted at the time of the weather report. 

e. j 
Paul Y, Sorenson EROL. 
Official In Charge 


» Weather Bureau Office, 
人 Flagstaff, Árizona 9,3, Weather Bureau Office 
FILE No. 24-3 Flagstaff, Arizona 
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ru Lighted | 
By Fiery Ball 


6 Miles E. Willians Arizona 
Ground ~ in Dus 


jntion to object Flash of Licht 


Piredall or Meteorite 


50° Above lorizon 12,000! 


Unable co intimate 


odor 


Hone ward, as he was riding in Closed Zus 


Disappeared behind obstacla 
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had ever 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
{EADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 5D-OSI/JEM/fnn 
WASHINGTON 


THE INSPECTOR GEMERAL, USAF 
STH DISTRICT OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS 
WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE, DAYTON, OHIO 


N RseLY REFER TO: DD 21-21 1 jure 1919 


SUBJECT: PROJECT GRUDGE 
SPECIAL INQUIRY 


Commanding Generel 
Air “nteriel Command 
Wright-Patterson Air Force Bass 


army 
ATTH: 


Forwarded f . nformtien and necessary action is a copy 
of inves © ubjsct: "Fireball i sar Flagstaff, 
April 1919, o Nos 2-8, dated 28 Apri 
7, Kirtland AFD. 


2, Ha OSI has directed the 17th CSI District 
directly to your ies in the future, 
J 


1 Inol 


R/I dtd 28 Apr L9 


HEADGUARTERS UNITED 
E INSPECTOR GE 
FFICE OF SPECIAL INVES 


REPORT OF INVESTIGATION 


EBALL SIGHTED NEAR FLAGSTAFF 
18 APAIL 1549 


article ir‏ عاق مود 


pradicatea by news article in ravenix 


lishtu above oan francisco Peaks 
laz3tarí, arizo 
aast of Willi 
2cond3 at 
in an aast 
1ipporoximatal 
peared to ve : teorite or ball of fire and 
formant. erver unaolo ti 
¡LL traveled inu straight line and 
«everend GEA LS pasto I 
or years; is an amateur a 
"hood. = Intorvant i3 well 
er report dateu 19 april 1949, 
winslow aû Lanyon ana suny, 
o sd. Seven (7) indiv 
ne who son FIREBALL. Li 
received 1.13; knew of no one wao saw : 
Sedona, s. i ona. lir MMMM advised i 
Santa Fe bus in wnich Reverend Cİ vas riding. se 
rad seen FIREBALL. SODA, Greyaouna Sus Lir advised they 
buses in vicinity at time of RSBALL, and xnew of no one who had 
zona Daily oun nsws article obtained and inclosed as exhibits Ur 


osa American Meteorite Museum, observed FIREBALL at 


CTION COPY FORWARDED TO — 


NI ACOSTA 
UNCLASSIFIED 


O Kar, Gtd 5 May 49, sı 
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Wildwood, N. J. 


ADER, WILDWOOD, N. J., APRIL 7, 1543 


ا == 


Coast Guards - Police | 
Probing Flare Sourge. | 


| Coast Guards and WildwWos. pol- || 
ice on Thursday began ainfüvesti- | 
gation to learn the source of a flare 
hich fell on the roof of a fish dock 
Ottens Harbor. 
Carl Exstrom, who is associated | 
ith the OK Fishermen’s Associa- | 
| tion, reported to the coast guards | | 
the presence of a fare which struck | | 
¡the roof. Å 
Coast Guards from the Cane May || 
‚ base in their preliminary study exe | 
pressed the belief the flare was fired | 
from a gun at close range. They | 
¡seemed to think, boats from Ottens 
¦ Harbor carry flares of the same de- |! 


scription. | 
| 


“vans 


. Box 119 
Wildwood, N. J. 


MORNING, APRIL 12, 


ーーー ゴ 
PILOT PURSUED IT 


Rall of Fire Seen, | 
elieved Met teor | yemen nk ela 


the Civil Aeronautics Administra- 
tion's North Philadelohi お の TO で 
tation tHaû, he first sighted the ball 

Are while fying at 8000 test. 
a said he followed the object in 
wnward enurse to 4000 feet, be- 

e losing sight of it. 
second pilot was in the sair 

larea when f also viewed 
phenomenon. The two aviators com- 
pared observations when hoth lan ed 
later at, toe Long Island feld. Their 

identities were not disclosed. 

l| SCORES OF CALLS 
Scientists at. Harvard. Universi 
ratory said they received scores 
ın residents of E 

g ct . Rhode Island and Connec- 
f ticut. Th ey said Swas provable that 
the meteor, if it was one, crashed | 
4 | into the 
Two airline pilots were among ihe 
eye-wiinesses Ralph W. Buriord 
of Syosset, N. Y., and Robert C. Rob-! 
lane! 


ant ball of fire, believed by | 
meteor, | 


LI 


¿ ving near 
inzton, Del., and an nirport at- 
le, Del. were 


oot ems IT ee. 


IUGHT PLANE CRASHED 
tous object 
m to report by 
a the New Castle County Air- 
1 an airplane, 
e State Police| 
msive search, but could! 

wreckage 

iam F. MCL: a member! 1 
e üre Gopariment at the New|| 


e airport, said the ball was) Á 
-green with a tail that "seemed || son, of New Zork, said their pl 


sa shooting red flame.” fas. approaching Providence, R, İd 
{cLaughlin said that as Arst ne İt ' when. they sighted “the brightest) 
t it was an viane- afre! flame.’ they. had ever seen. 
\nting an em 1 They estimated that the object. be- | 
gan to disintegrate. at aoouf 4000 
feet. 


A fA E Wo a m مم مت‎ m cm 


n seconds the object disappear - | 
ehind buildings 


The observer was unable to givs any further information and knew of no ons 
On the bus or in the community who had seen the FIREBALL. 


The observer, Reversni MMM has besn a resident of Plegstaz?, 
ona for a number of years ani is Pastor of the Lutheran Church, 515 N 
oarsy. Informant la an amateur astronomer and oged his own 2 8 
A illehigan before moving to Arizona. Revsrend njoys a good reputation 


the community, is well educated and of excellent character, 


The Prescott Sectional Aeronautica Chart is attached as an inclosurs 
trics O27ice #17, Kirtland AM. 
On 19 April 1?! 
° the U.S. Weatuer Bureau Office, Post Office Building, w 
tified true extract of the weather conditions (Exhibit 3 
» Winslow, Grand Canyon and Zuny, N.M. was obtained for 13 April 1X9 
Bastern Standard Tine, 0130 Mountain Standard Time, Mr 
i the Flagstaff weether is also given as of 0210 MST to show the 
ty with which the sky became overcast after the 0130 raport, Th 
sport is given for 2245, 17 April 1949 and 0445, 18 April 
Js ney wers the only two readings taken near the time Sha 
stated he had not seen the TIZIBALL and knew of no 


a 
5 
d 


tt 


The original extract of theeweather report »ttached as an inslosurs 
to District Office 917. “irtliand AJB. 
.لا‎ The following named individuals were contacted on dates shown and 
edyised they had not sean ths FIREBALL, had no calls concerning it, and 
knew of no one who had “bssryed its 


19 April 1949, Ur Staff Astronomer, Lowell Observatory 
19 april 1340, tr IA imployes, 
20 April 1949, 7 は E Observatory Will, Director of the 


Lowell Obs Lor 

20 April 1940, W Manager of the Telepaan 
ara Tele on Co 

21 April 1949, Mr , Zâltor of th 

i Arizona Daily Sun 4 
21 April 1949, 1 。 Night Guard at the Navajo Ordance 
Flagstaff, Arizona 
Night Guard, QUIM), 7727255 Oriance Dawi 


Jouse, 
m 0001 


LOCATION ETALUATICN 
AIRCRAFT 

Astro (METSOR) 

Otter (CLOUD/CONTRAIL) 
AIRCRAFT 

INSUZZICIENT DATA 
Astro (METZOR) 
UNIDENTITISD 


Ludiagton, Michigan 
Zaid AT3, Oklahoma 
Uaity, Maryland 

Clic’, New Mexico 
Sarasota, Florida 
Jicksburg, Mississippi 
Arrsy, New Mexico 

Springar, New Mexico Othar (3115) 

Camp Hood, Texas ther (BIRDS) 

Tascoa, Arizona j NIDENTIFIED 

Catalina laland, California MSUFFICIENT DATA 
Indianapolis, Indiana NSUZTICIENT DATA 

Semer, Michigan > er (3115) 

Canp Hood, Taxas 1 ipi er (TLARES/TIREWORZS) 
Fort Blisa, Tazas M に と ) 

Albuquerque, liaw Mexico stro (METSOR) 


Itti 
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ADDITIONAL REPORTSD SIGHTINGS (NOT CASZS) 


' eee ei or 
SIMA STET dete tmo canas 
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SOURCES 
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(10) niles worth of Flagsteff while indoors sitting in bed. 
was 50 or $0 milas from FIREBALL and observed it for two (2) 

seconds, FIRERALL first seen at appromimately 60 degrees abors horizon 
end faded from view at 3 degrees, Considering brilliance and closeness 
Informant estimated FIZIBALL was 75 to 100 milas high; was round ia 
appearance; was about “as size of a 100 watt light bulb at 25 2585 and 
bright green in color with a bluish tail.  PIZXGATL travaled a straight 
course ia norta westerly direction. No sound was heard; no smoke or 
exhaust was evident and Informant did not notice the effsct on clouds. 
Considering FIREBALL a meteorite, would be traveling 26.2 miles ver 
second. FIRZBALL probably fall to earth north aad east of L Jez 
Nevada,  Isformant ‘mew of no one who had seen FIREBALL, Ar a 

been envloysd by Dr. for 11 ysars and has been at 
massum for 2 and 3 yeara as guide and lerturer. E enjoys fire- 
arms end rock collecting as hobbies; has no 
color or speed; la well educated; la an emateur astrono: and of good 

“acter. The following individuals sither knew of no one y has seen 

had not heard of 1t, W 
Cameroa, Arizona; 
, Grand Canyon, Arizona; Mr 
A all of Williams, Arizona, rf 
ndvised she did not see FIREBALL. Phoenix 
closed as exhibit, 


Inia laveetization 13 predicatad upon a news articles in the Phoenix 
dated Aprtl 13, 1949 stating that a large grosa FIRSBALL travelinz 


va 


in a northwesterly itrection was sizited at 1:43 aM today high above San 


Tlagstaf?, Arizona by mE, isi tani Director 


the American lleteor Musenm, 


19 April 1749, Reverend iii. 12 Vest Columbus Street, 
he Lutheran Church, was interviswed and advised that he was 
the rear of a Sante Ts bus Beturning from Kinzman, Arizona on 
Z April 1949 when he observed the FIREBALL or meteorite Tor one (1) or 
two (2) seconds at 0200. Informant was approximately siznt (4) miles 
east of Williams, Arizona on hizhway 66 (designated by an X on the Prescott 
Sectional Asronautical Chart, Exhibit A) when he saw a brilliant flash of 
light and two (2) seconds later observed the FIREBALL, The FIREBALL lizhted 
tae northern horizon and He vs ren dili be lieved it was north and sast of 
Sitgreaves Mountain, (Approximate location shown by a circle on 2xhi51t A). 
The FIREBALL avpearsd to be annrorimataly 70 dezrses abors the horizona 
traveling in an easterly or north sastarly i£ 12,000 faset, 
[nfornant advised hs was amnroxinasely 15 milas rrom >` : nd 
23 zrsanish blus la 1 : 3 
‚server advised it 
51225599 1282 


vaa 


l 1 


fra ‘allways, 


es, California 
terviewee advised they h 


me age of ths 23rd, 
the Ylagstaff area 


arriving or depart has 


yhound Bus Depot vas acted end adyTaed 
from the Flags ree which coinci 
TRAIL, Interviewee knew of no 


ne observed 
1sproxirzately ten (1 a 
21 from his home, 
as a eqhare on 


las north 


bed. yw 
and ai: An 


observed tne 


sltting in 


Yhserv2d 
senvearen 
tag the brilliance 
m 75 to 100 niles 
4 on view, 7 


¡taryiewes 2155 
4 


orizon and 


3 
ie 


advised na 


lowever, he 
baervrtion. 


rth westerly direction, 
due to 


the xem of flight du his anzle of 
123 bs with hia bedroom window closed, 
no evidence of smoke ur exhaust and did not 
yway. Coasidering the object meteorite 
miles per second. Tha 
east of Las Vegas, Nevada. 
but one seen on 


5, 
seen, Informant 


heard 


ros.ce 


ALL. Mr 


ir Las E, 
nte Fe bus 


BLAND 


nslow on the 


schedules 


with the 


3 i conrse 
0 も le Ur 
Inasmuch as Info 
Ze observed 
the cloud 
been travel! 
っ ropap1y7 fell 
zany 


jean 


"oM manm, Director 
2d lecturere He nas i 
ths museum for 2 and 


acting as a hobby, but he not devoted 


it year: Informant 
is attention was 2O the FIREBALL by 


is an amateur astronomer and 


On 2 9 April 
n smmunity 


kanager, Tuba Ci 
»stioned by thi 


lians and foi 


On 20 Apri 


nt of Interi 


On 21 April , fol ing na ; were contacted and 
advised they had not re da car: S IRSBRALL and knew of ni 
ons who had seen ite 


Publisher of the millia 
Teləphone 


Police 


, 
on tne £ < 

ne information set forth rain stated 
veling in a nortawesterly direction wa 

isco pe 


above Jan franc 


states 


une 


onal âsronauvical 


Exnhivit A, "esce t 
E 1 i 1948. 


lo ixnib1! ‚aather resort 
for 0330 sof, 


ixnibit photograph of the extract of 
dated at Flagstaff, Arizona, 20 April 1949. 
2. 1 notograph of the newspaper articl 
Sun dated at Fla; » Arizona, 18 April 1949, 


newspaper article 


UNC 


UDEVELOPED LEADS 
17, KIRTLAND AFB 


AT WINSLOW, ARIZONA 

Will interview Mr LES Es GUERY, 111 A Street, driver for the Santa 

Ya Bus Company to determine if he saw üns FIREBALL and if so, obtain all 
sential elements of information in accordance with the outline for 


'ducated, excelso 


m 19 April 1953, n » Pastor 
of the Lutheran Church, was 


nc 


of a Sante Fa bus retuming fran Kingmn, Arizona on 15 Anril 15259 m 0 observed 
the Pireball or meteorite for one (1) ar two (2) seconds at 0200. 

acprcxinrtelg oight (C) ailes east af Tlliams, Arizona cn ¿may 

an X on the Prescott Sectional Aeronautical Chart, :amibit A) when lx 

flash of light and two (2) seconds laber observed ine Fireball. 

the northern borizor and ileyere | belioyed it was north and ez of Si1tgrea 


(Approxinata location shown by a cirela on hibit A). ; 

approximately 30 degrees above “he 2oriscna traveling in an easterly or noria 
easterly direction at 1,000 feet. Informat advised he was approximately 16 miles fr 
the Fireball and that it ras greenish blue in color. The Fireball. appeared to be a 
meteorite and the ooserver advised it wma tho largest one he had over seen, Informant 
was unable to estimate the speed of the Fireball and heardi no sound inasmuch 29 be mas 
riding near the bus engine with the window closed. The sky vas clouiy and the fireball 
had no apparent effect on the clouds. Ihe Fireball traveled in a straight lins and 
mysteriously disappeared behind an obstacle. Tha observer ws unable to give my 
further information and mew of no one on the bus or in the concunity who had seen the 


Fireball, i 


